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Resolution adopted at regular meeting of the Board of Directors, February 10, 1970:
1. Retain Bishop Hill as a living communignd do everything within its resources

to enhance its development as an historic site and a desirable place to live by
maintaining a natural environment.

2. Encourage all efforts to restore historic properties and maintain our cultural
heritage.

3. Develop withn our young people a sense of pride in their community for its past,
present, and future.

4, Develop and maintain an archive and research library of material related to the
area and make this available for study.

5. Maintain and encourage an active interchanfjaddeas with organizations of

common interests and goals.

Bishop Hill Heritage Association
Steeple Building, Bishop Hill IL

Hours: April-December Mon-Fri 10-5, Sat 114, Sun 124
JanuaryMarch Mon-Fri 10-4, Sat11-4, Sun 124

Tel.: 309927-3899
Email: bhha@mymctc.net
Website:.www.bishophillheritage.org

BHHA Annual Report format first created by Brita Butler-Wall


http://www.bishophillheritage.org/
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Presi deert 6s Lett

Letter from the BHHA President
Dear Bishop Hill Heritage Association and Friends

The last three years have flown by faster than | could ever have imagid®6.was a sustaining
year. We took a collective breath before diving into another busy y@ar.core events
continue to attraatisitors,eager to experience the unique quality of our lovely village and to
enjoy the charm of our smatwn gatherings.

BHHA hosted the Swedish Amabsador to the United Staiasearly May. We set up a beautiful
breakfast reception in our DaiBuilding and as the Spring sunshine shone through those old
windows we got to chawith the charming Ambassadordp Lyrvall, who was delighted to
finally see for himself the town that holds a place imsmy Swedish heartdVe wereproud to
welcome Im and put together the walking tour that he enjoyed so much.

We had great weather days for the Vintage Baseball weekend-iMayiénd folks were

entertained by the unusual rules by which the game was played and the authentic uniforms the
players wore.Our volunteers fed the cfiiine teams a hearty luncheon while they were between
games.Our board member, Bill Owens, gave a talk on his Bishop Hill themed baseball book,
The Scorecard, to a packed halle had some wonderful displays of local basebalnmrabilia

set up in the Steeple Building to bring in the crowd from the ball field.

We added a Rhubarb Fest to the Midsmar celebration in Jundll things deliciously rhubarb
were sold from the gracious front porch of the Steeple Buildifigitors could perch on hay

bales and benches in the park with their treats or sit at tables tucked onto our shady porch and
enjoy coffee with homéaked sweetslt was a pleasant way to add to the BHHA funds and we
plan to host it again this year.

Our big newss that we had an opportunity to puasie aColony era building justarth of the
Steeple Building.It had been the Carpenter Shop where furniture and household items were
once madelt currently serves as our Post Office and has one of our charming shalpe

North side. It is a smaller version of the graceful brick buildings along the main road through
town and we are so pleased to be able to give it some TLC.

We hosted ove20 events, programand entertainments in 201&ur volunteer groupsithe

engine that makes it all ruhey set up displays and progranihey clean and fix things.

They mow and shovelThey make door swags and tend cropley bake for everythingThey

put together fAmake and t ak énma®Mafket visitdrsiiTey younge s
cook and serve entire meals at our AG Days food stihdy decorate every window in our

buildings with a single candle for Lucia Nights. Our board members take time out of busy lives

to carefully deliberate over the issueslssfiore them so that BHHA can continue to fund our

historic buildings.To everyone who donated a dollar or an hour, a heartfelt thank you!



My term as president has enddtlhas been an honor serving you and a privilege working with
the board, the vahteers and our fabulous Colony Store team led by our village cheerleader,
Glenda Wallace Working with our capable, enthusiastidrainistrator, Todd DeDecker, whose
energy propels us week to week, has been a rewarding experience year Tthgeéaryouall

for the years of friendship and support!!

| invite you to visit Bishop Hill this yearOur events are free of charge and charged with fun.
Our storefronts are filled with wonderful thing®ur museums welcome you with surprising
exhibits and ourestaurants offer piePut us on your calendar.

Lastly my annual wish list for 2017 looks like this:

More volunteers:(call Todd at 30927-3899)
You will meet wonderful people and have fun while getting meaningful things done.
Volunteering is good forthesoull 6 m sure | read that in Readero

Your ideas:

If you have encountered something that would relate well to our Swedish roots or a different way
to display or demonstrate our specific story more effectively, plslagre that with usie

welcome your suggestions.

Your good wishes:

In these days of continued lllinois uncertainty, please tell your friends about us and send them
our way or bring them with youVisitors support our businesses and bolster the ssicfesir
amazing roster of event§Vho better to promote us than you!

See you soon!!

Deni Menken

BHHA President



Admi ni s Repart or 0 s

PROGRAMMING

This pastyear, the BHHA continued to provide a varietyediucaibnal, folk art, and musical
progranming. Besides our usual anal events, the Heritage continued to crese
programming, thelargest one being the Bishop Hill Folk Festivalsted below are the 261
events, with thelate and locatiorwhenapplicabé. Events that are in italics were ones solely or
primarily sponsored by the Heritage:

Toy Tractor WeekendApril 2 and 3 Steeple

Windjammer, Sternwheeler, and TiGtackers: Working Waterways of lllinois
concert April 9; Dairy

Ambassador Bjorn Lyrvallisit; May 5

Quilt Show; May 13-15

Vintage Baseball Weekenday 21 and 22

Poet of Community and Human Struggle: Carl Sandbupgogram; June 1; Dairy
Honor Flight Benefit; June 2

Rabarberfundraiser and Midsommar Music Festival; June 18

Pipspel workshop July 30; Dairy

Bishop Hill Folk Festival, July 30 and 31Village Park and Steeple

API e 1 n t he Par d&adCldy/Eieer Fest;August Band#i a |
Bishop Hill Chautauqua August Z and 28 Village Park

Ol d Sett Beptesbérl®ay ;

Sofia Talvikconcert September 22Dairy

Swedish Hot Dog Standnd Jordbruksdagarna September2and 5

Dala Horse Paintingworkshopg October8; Dairy

Collectors WeekendDctober 22 and 25teeple

Sons of the Civil War in WW2rogram, November 12Dairy

Julmarknad and Make It/Take It Christmas Ornaments Workshppovember 8-27,
Steeple

Julmarknad and Make It/Take It Christmas Ornaments Workshpopecember &and4;
Steeple

1 Rydvall/Mjelvaconcert December 5; Dairy

9 Lucia Nights; December @&nd D

9 Customer AppreciatiotWeekendDecember T and 18 Colony Store

A =2 =0_0_9_9_9_95_42_29_29_2_-2_-2_-2._-2-._-2- E
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The BHHA was involved with 2Bishop Hill events during the pagear. Programs of the
Bishop Hill Heritage Association are sponsored, in part, by a grant frofthnloes Arts
Council Agency, a state agencgnd theBarbro Osher Pro Suecia Foundation

We also worked closely with tigshop Hill Arts Council splitting programmingnd
advertisingcostsfor the various festivalsThe BHHA paid for tour guides for the various tours.
We workeddiligently with the Bishop Hill State Historic Siten events scheduling as well.



BUILDINGS

Carpenter Shop
This 1851 structure was purchased by the BHHA this past May. One of the oldest remaining
Colony brick building in existenceit currently holds the U.S0st Offce and Garden Thyme.
The BHHA is planning an exterior historic restoration of this building in the near future.

Steeple Building

The 1854 Steeple BuildingMuseum continues to be the main museum, archives, and offices for
theBHHA. Plastering was done on first and second floor ceiling sedto&sptember



Colony Store
The Colony Store, manageg Glenda Wallacecontinues to be

the gift shop for the BHHA. Swedigbodsand locally made
items are sold in this 1853 Colonwiling.

In Septemberthevillage replaced the sidewalk in front of the
Store porch.

Livery Stable Museum and Shed
The 1908 Albert Krans Livery Stable continues as a stand ,
alone museum. In addition, Black Hawk East Campus &
agricultural studets once again created a large garden nexi
the Livery Stable at no cost to the Heritage. Broomcorn, &
sorghum, sweet corn, flax, tomatoes, and various other crg
were grown. The produce from this garden was sold at the;
Colony Store and used for other éraising events. We ’
greatly appreciate the hard work of these Black Hawk Eas
professors and students

Blacksmith Shop
Currently, this 1857 structure iseing leased and used by various artisans. Pottery, rugs, and
brooms are some of the items besudd by the craftspeople on the first flog.photography
studio is located on the secathabr.




Dairy Building

The 1855Dairy Building
continues to hosheetings,
concerts, bridal showers,
reunions, and other program:
throughout the year and is
available for event rental in
2017. The south apartment
continues to be rented, and
the north side second floor
was rented aa photography
studiofor part of the year.

»

" Cobbler Shop
" (Marydés Simple Treasures)

This 1905 building is &éing leasd
. as a giftshop

MUSEUM AND ARCHIVES

Collections

BHHA has a repository of artifacts on the third floor of the Steeple Building (not open to
the public).Peoplefrom all over the United States donate items fr&@m s h o ppasti | | 0
19"and early 2t century photographand documentsheet music19" century clothing

and shoes; a Colony cabinahd much more were donated to the Heritage during the past
year. We greatly appreciate all of thesgifactdonations.



Archives

The scanning ohistoric doementsandthe accessioning drtifactsare ongoing The

second floor archives (open by appointment only) house an extensive collection of
Colony documents, letters by and interviews with former colonists, obituaries, secondary
sources, family genealogit information, news accounts, maps, scholarly reports and
articles, unpublished manuscripts, pGstiony pamphlets, and photographs. The third

floor houses a collection of books relating to Swedish and Swadlsrican culture (not

open to the public)ln addition, the BHHA has started an oral history project in which

Colony descendants and lehgg me Bi shop Hill residentsdo n
Bishop Hill are filmed.

Genealogy and Bishop Hill Colony Research

In 2016, the BHHA hadover 30researchrequests concerning genealogy and Bishop Hill
Colony history. Besides the United States, requests have been received from people in
Sweden and Germany. Archivist Cheryl Dowell answered many of these requests and
also maintains the genealogy files foe thleritage. Finally, the genealogy files have
been moved to the first floor of the Steeple Building to provide easier access to
researchers.

EDUCATION

Exhibits

Five temporaryexhibits were producetthis year for the Steeple Buildinguseum In
April, the BHHA hostedloy Tractor Weekenth which displays of all makes and
modelsof toy farm implements and tractors were created by local collectors.

.

The MayQuilt Show Exhibitvas as popular as everhis

year 0s t hlLattice, LeaneesandfilLandscagso

BHHA volunteers created quilt display based on the
showbts me and OI of Khe dlincssé6 pai n
Association of Wheat Weaverdso did demonstrations in

the Steeple Building Museum
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Thi s ysaramebexhibitvasHalsingland: Today and esterdayCreated byBHHA
board members Cheryl Dowell and Kerstin Laties displaydescribes the history and
culture of Halsingland a Swedish province where many of the Bishop Billlonists
came from.
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